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we need those stories a little more today
than we needed them yesterday. Archive

“We need [JWA's] work because it appears ’ m

rhymes with alive. We cannot live
without these stories.”

—Journalist, educator, and JWA supporter
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The mission of the Jewish Women’s Archive is

to document the stories of Jewish women, elevate
their voices, and inspire them to be agents of
change.

Founded in 1996, JWA shares these stories on
jwa.org, the world’s largest source of information
about Jewish women. JWA also hosts public
programs, trains the thought leaders of tomorrow,
creates original curricula, sparks conversation
across multimedia platforms, and is a leading
voice in feminist, Jewish, and historical spheres.
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Dear Friends,

It is a pleasure to share with you the Jewish Women’s Archive’s
achievements in fiscal year 2017. Across all our work, on multiple
platforms, we were dedicated to amplifying Jewish women’s voices,
experiences, and accomplishments to provide insight and context
for our world today. In a year of uncertainty—about the state of the
world and how we can individually and communally respond to the
needs of the moment—JWA offered nuanced reflections and models
of moral commitment as guides for our own actions and responses.

With history unfolding every day, JWA created vehicles for collecting
stories about the impact of this moment and those that came before.
At the same time, we shared historical stories that shed light on
current events and trained young women to step up and shape
conversations in their own communities, on our website, and
beyond. As always, JWA provided in-depth, well-researched,

and reliable information. In fiscal year 2017, 1.6 million people

from 232 countries visited jwa.org to access this vital information.

Pictured above, left to right: JWA staff member Larisa Klebe and a group from “Jews

in ALL Hues” at a JWA story-collecting training (courtesy of Rachel Kurland, The Jewish
Exponent); father and daughter wearing JWA t-shirts; photo from #JWAmegaphone
collection (courtesy of Debra Schultz).
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The Jewish Women’s Archive has been a hub of activity, creativity,
and timely conversation over the past year, and we couldn’t be
more excited to continue this work. None of it would be possible
without the vision and generosity of our individual donors and
institutional funders—we are deeply grateful to you for your support
of our work. On behalf of the entire organization, thank you for your
vital partnership, as JWA goes from strength to strength!

Warm regards,
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Rachel Bendit Karla Goldman Judith Rosenbaum
Co-Chair, Co-Chair, Executive Director
Board of Directors Board of Directors




2016-2017 Rising Voices Fellows at their first retreat, August 2016.

Story Aperture

JWA was honored to receive a grant from the Covenant Foundation

in December 2016 to support Story Aperture, a new story-collecting

initiative that enables people of all ages to collect and share the untold

and underrepresented stories of Jewish women through mobile technology.
This initiative builds on JWA’s longstanding expertise in oral history and is
intended to engage the public as our partner in collecting stories. We began
the pilot phase of the initiative in early 2017, developing materials and training
diverse cohorts of story collectors. We also partnered with organizations across
the country to collect stories from members of their communities.
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#JWAmegaphone “| see [my daughter’s] head held high with confidence
In January 2017, JWA created #JWAmegaphone: Voices of Power and Protest, : and pride ... RVF has plqyed a role in this transformation

a project documenting contemporary activism, and launched it in conjunction d h h | d h F d d f h q | |
with the women’s marches across the country. As Jewish women today speak 2 asheipe = aite) ele) el el G vialids, 1 e

up and take action, just as they have throughout history, JWA is committed to the fact that the JWA is growing a network for these
collecting their stories and reflections through this new project. We have received like-minded women. ”

submissions from women ages 16 to 93, sharing their images and words of
hope, concern, memory, and action. JWA plans to expand and promote the
collection as new waves of activism take place on the national stage.
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—Father of RVF Fellow, Spring 2017

{Add your own story: jwa.org/megaphone
Rising Voices Fellowship

In 2016-2017, JWA trained its fourth Rising Voices Fellowship (RVF)

cohort, a pluralistic group of fourteen young women from across the

country. We added new components to the program this year to enhance

the program’s core work with teens interested in feminism, Judaism, and
social justice to strengthen their leadership and to influence the important
conversations of the Jewish community. These included training the Fellows
to conduct oral history interviews with important women in their lives and to
write op-eds or letters to their elected representatives to advocate for change.
This year we also launched an RVF alumnae network: as the number of RVF
graduates grows, JWA is continuing to nurture these future leaders as they
carry what they learned in their fellowship year into college and adulthood.
Our RVF graduates represent an important conduit to expanded engagement
and conversation with young Jewish women across the country.

Treat yourself to reading what these smart, thoughtful young
Jewish women have to say: jwa.org/risingvoices

Photo submitted to #JWAmegaphone (courtesy of Karen Smul).




“I am struck by how much the material in this collection
speaks to the broader issues of women’s leadership that

remain so relevant to us today.”
—Attendee of “Women Rabbis” program in New York, December 2016

Education

JWA added lively new programs and resources for educators in
2016-2017, including new lessons about biblical women in the
“Girls in Trouble” curriculum, created by educator-musician Alicia
Jo Rabins. JWA convened educators for two “Educator Happy
Hours,” an online meet-up for them to discover community, share

JWA hosted “Breaking Boundaries: Women Rabbis and the Transformation . . , ) )
of Jewish Life” in New York in December 2018. Pictured, left to right: ideas, and discuss timely educational issues together. We were also

Rabbi Angela Warnick Buchdahl, Rabbi Lila Kagedan, Rabbi Dianne pleased to award the Natalia Twersky Educator Award, which

Cohler-Esses, JWA Executive Director Judith Rosenbaum, and Rabbi

recognizes educators for their creative use of Jewish women’s
Sally Priesand.

stories and primary sources in their teaching. This year, Yedida
Kanfer, Coordinator of Education Services at the JFCS Holocaust
Center in San Francisco, and Audrey Abade, Jewish History
Department Chair at Magen David Yeshivah High School in Brooklyn,
were the winner and finalist, respectively. Their winning lesson plans

Women RCI bbiS are shared on jwa.org/twersky.

In Spring 2016, JWA launched Women Rabbis in partnership with the Story
Archive of Women Rabbis. This extraordinary collection of video interviews with
early trailblazers and more recently ordained rabbis tells the story of women
breaking the “stained-glass ceiling” and the challenges and blessings they’ve
experienced over the past 40 years. In 2016-2017, JWA developed creative
programming around the new collection to highlight its themes of women’s
leadership and innovation in a traditionally male profession. JWA hosted

two public events, in Boston and New York, which drew hundreds of people
and sparked conversations about women’s leadership in the rabbinate and
beyond. In Spring 2017, we also expanded the narrative with a blog series,
“Reimagining ‘Rabbi,”” in which rabbis and rabbinical students reflect on
stories from the exhibit. JWA is excited to add the next group of 25 rabbis

to the collection in September 2017.

{ Discover creative resources for a variety of educational
settings: jwa.org/teach

{ Read and listen to the stories of modern trailblazers: jwa.org/rabbis

JWA Director of Programs and Education,
Mikki Pugh, with 2016 Twersky Award
winner Yedida Kanfer (and dog Bella),

at the JFCS Holocaust Center’s Day of
Learning. Photo Credit: Trish Tunney.




“It is so rare to come across a podcast that is at once
feminist, multigenerational, and unapologetic about
exploring the nuances of women'’s history, then and

III

now. Bravo

—Reviewer on iTunes

Podcast

JWA'’s podcast, Can We Talk?, is a unigue collection of audio stories and
conversation about Jewish women and the issues that shape their public
and private lives. Downloaded tens of thousands of times in its first year by
people around the world, Can We Talk? presents timely stories of culture,
family, identity, and current events. Over the past year, the podcast has
delved into books (banned and beloved), debates over segregation at the
Kotel, forgotten chapters of the fight for the Equal Rights Amendment and the
women’s liberation movement, and more. In keeping with JWA’'s commitment
to capturing history as it is unfolding, the podcast also served as a powerful
platform for nuanced exploration of post-election America and Jewish
identity, with episodes about the Women’s March and Jewish women’s
multi-generational commitment to activism.

{ Listen and share with friends: jwa.org/canwetalk

Book Club

With input from members, JWA redesigned its Book Club this year to offer
an even broader range of features for book lovers. We created new book
reviews and interviews with authors, and enhanced our annual recommended
reading list (“The Bookshelf”) with discussion questions to spark conversation
among readers. These offerings, along with a new monthly newsletter, provide
context, engagement, and conversation around JWA’s featured books. We
also held events with authors, including Elissa Altman, Jennifer Brown, Tova
Mirvis, Anna Solomon, Marjorie Ingall, Rebecca Traister, and Bonnie Anderson.

{ Read with JWA: jwa.org/bookclub

Blog

In Spring 2017, JWA'’s blog celebrated its second decade with a new design
and format. Renamed Jewish Women, Amplified, the blog features opinion,
commentary, and humor about a wide range of issues and serves as an
important platform to reflect on current events through a Jewish feminist
lens. Over the past year, JWA also added new, younger voices to the roster
of bloggers, revitalized the blog’s food section, and created special ongoing
series such as “Reimagining ‘Rabbi,” “Reading Our Rights,” and “From

the Archives.”

{ Follow the conversation: jwa.org/blog

Quizzes

Always open to infusing history with humor and playfulness, JWA created
several fun new quizzes in 2016-2017. The popular “Which ‘Nasty’ Jewish
Woman Are You?” quiz riffed on a meme of the 2016 election and has been
taken thousands of times.

{ Find out which historic Jewish woman you are: jwa.org/quizzes

JWA podcast producer/host Nahanni Rous interviews Rabbi Sharon
Kleinbaum at the Democratic National Convention in July 2016.




The Jewish Women’s Archive is grateful to the following
individuals, foundations, and corporations for their generous

support during fiscal year 2017 (July 1, 2016 to
June 30, 2017).
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Beri, a nationally-recognized educator working in a Texas
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While preparing to become a bat mitzvah,
Isa was deeply inspired by JWA's Women
of Valor exhibit, and created a presentation
for her ceremony using JWA materials. She
also composed a song reflecting on the gulf
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persist and the strong women
she found at JWA. “The Jewish
Women'’s Archive exhibit re-
thought what being a Jewish
‘'woman of valor’ could mean,
and that inspired me to want
to fight for women’s equality
and justice,” she says.
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Amy Sporer Schiff

Lois Schiffer

Jill G. Schiffman

Joanne Schindler and
Allan Lehmann

Carlyn Ross Schlechter

Susan* and Bruce
Schlechter

Linda Schloss

Carol Grossman
Schneider

Peninnah Schram

Rebecca Schroeder

S. Ruth Schulman

Sharon Schumack and
Michael Luckens

Diane Tickton Schuster

Marian Schwartz

Saundra Schwartz and
Peter Hoffenberg

Ruth Kertzer Seidman

Velda Shaby

Carolyn Shanoff

Enid A. Shapiro, 2"l

Freema Shapiro

Jane Shapiro

Judith Shapiro

Sarah and David Shapiro

Sharon Ruderman Shapiro

Sara Shapiro-Plevan

Dana Sheanin

Gail Berkeley Sherman

Linda Shevitz

Susan L. Shevitz

Linda Shivers

Rob and Lani Shneer

Roanna Shorofsky

Hedvah Shuchman

Harriet Shugerman

Marion Shulevitz

Ken Shulman

Barbara Sicherman

Sandra Sickle

Susan P. Siebers

Linda Siegel

Carol Ruth Silver

Yael Silverberg-Urian

Joy Silverstein

Fran Simon

Jennifer Nathan
Simoneaux*

Nancy Simpkins

Florence Sinsheimer

Karyl J. Sisson

Linda May Sklar

Judy A. Skolnick

Toby M. Sloane

Joanne C. Smith

Susan G. Snider

Marian Scheuer Sofaer*

Nancy and David
Solomon

Peter Solomon

Rikki and Louis Solomon

Deborah Spector

Phyllis Leshefsky Spiegel

Tova Stabin

Janice Starr

Madonna Jacobs Stein

Harriet Steinberg

Sharon and David
Steinberg

Dorothy Steiner

Miriam H. Stern

Roberta Stern

Shelley Stevens

Carol Stollar

Jane E. Stone

Jennifer A. Stone

Jane and Charles Stotter

Sharon Strassfeld

Karen Stutz

Karin Susskind

Karen Meyerhoff Sweet

Tamara Symonds

Sterra Tackeff

Katherine Tallman

Susan Tananbaum

Susie J. Tanenbaum
Aaron Hahn Tapper
Elizabeth Tapper
Merle Tarnow
Ellen Tattelman
Janet Tatz
Cathy Taylor
Shelly Tenenbaum
Ruth and Jonathan Tepper
Gail Tescher
Marilyn Thypin
Nancy Timm
Joan Toder
Annemarie Toebosch
Susan W. Tofias
Elaine Tolchin
Myrna S. Tortorello
J. Traxler and R. Goisman
Joanne Tuck
Sally Tweedy
Nelly S. Ullman
Ellen Umansky
Sharon Margolin Ungerleider
Marion L. Usher
Annie Schneiderman Valliere
Jill Vexler
Becky Voorwinde
Hope Wachter
Jamie Wacks
Barbara Wagger
Anne Waldoks
Rabbi Moshe Waldoks
Discretionary Fund
Andrea and Arthur Waldstein
Miriam G. Waltzer
Barbara Freedman Wand
Jonathan Waxman
Francine Lavin Weaver
Judy Karpel Weinberg
Lita and Marshall Weinstein
Evie Weinstein-Park
Phyllis Holman Weisbard
Enid Weisberg-Frank
Chava Weissler
Renee Weitzner
Beth S. Wenger
Nanette Wenger
Rabbi Lauren Werber and
Brian Kelly
Joella Werlin
Barrie Wheeler and
Amit Segal
Phyllis Whitesides
Stephen Whitfield

In December 2016, Isabel, an undergraduate student at
New York University, chose JWA as the recipient of her
family’s Hanukkah philanthropy. “Every year, we each
bring a new organization to the table, one that we believe
has a direct impact on something we are very passionate

about,” she explains.
“The Jewish Women's
Archive spoke to me
because it combines
Judaism, feminism,

and social justice
perfectly—three of

my passions. That
combination is what
excites me about JWA.”

Howard M. Wilchins

Beth Wilensky

Marie C. Wilson

Arnee R. and Walter A.
Winshall

Carol B. Wise*

Diane Wohl*

Ruth F. Wolf

Toni G. Wolfman*

Paul Wolinsky

Linda and Richard Wolk

Tali Hasbani Woodbury
Victor Yamaykin

Donna Karon Yanowitz
Frances Yates

William L. Young

Judy Yudof

Bonnie J. Zaben
Shoshanah Zaritt

Joel Zaves

Froma Zeitlin

Doris* and Edward Zelinsky

Annette Zilversmit
Shirley Zimmerman
Linda Logowitz Zindler
Gitta Zivotofsky

Gary P. Zola

Joellyn Wallen Zoliman
Rose Zoltek-Jick*

* Current board member
* Former board member



In Honor Of

Dina Adelsky
Rachel Adler
Phyllis Gershon Arnold
Caryn Aviv and
Dawn Weber
Judith Baskin
Maureen Baum and
Isaac Malitz
Eliza Bayroff
Susan Beckerman
Ruth K. Belzer
Evelyn Benson
Connie Book
Cheryl Braus
Shifra Bronznick
Elyse Buxbaum
Marilyn Forman Chandler
Lynne Delise
Barbara B. Dobkin
Dr. Susan Ebert
Ruth B. Fein
Rhoda Feinberg
Esther Safran Foer
Sarah Feiga Foner
Susan Galler
llana Garber
Roz Garber
Roz Garber and
Allan Toledano
Rochelle Garnock
Ruthie Gelfarb
Heather Gert
Karla Goldman
Sarah Greenberg
Harriet Greenfield and
Pam Goodman
Nora Grey and
Maren Audrey Axe
Jayne Guberman
Rachel Gurevitz
Elena Hoffenberg
Esther Israel
Ellen Kanner
Celia Katz
Larisa Klebe
Elaine Kreiger

Lynn Kroll

Donna Lande

David Levin

Rabbi Tamar Malino
Gay Mandon

Lisa Marsh

Jillian Mehiman
Ruth Messinger
Clark Avi Mirmelstein
Elaine Nathan

Eden Olsberg

Lisa Owen

Leslie Parker

Molly Pifko

Abigail Pogrebin
Janet Polansky
Mikki Pugh

Susan Raskin

Gail Reimer

Betty Reuben

Havi Beth Rosen
Judith Rosenabum
Barbara Rosenblit
Nahanni Rous

The RVF Graduates
Rose Schneiderman
Saundra Schwartz

Saundra Schwartz and Peter

Hoffenberg
Beverlee Sclar
Linda and Bob Spiegelman
Emma Joy Springer
Sophie Belle Stotter
Nicki Newman Tanner
Shelly Tenenbaum
Andrea K. Waldstein
Dana Washofsky
Carol B. Wise
Brenda Wolchock
Deborah Wolf
Toni Wolfman
Tamara Yamaykin
Margo Zelermyer

In Memory Of

Celia Alend

Rita Arditti

Hannah Bat Sarah

Akieve Ben Moshe Yehuda
(Kohen)

Judith M. Bernstein

Penny Binswanger

Dr. Ervin Colton

Beatrice Endick

Estelle Hollander Falik

Daniel Feinmel

Paula Freedman

Elissa Froman

Kurt Goldstrom

Don Goodman

Rita Kolb Grenn

Paula E. Hyman

Yvette Hyman

Lorraine Jachman

Minnie Jacobs

lise R. Klebe

Dr. Elka Klein

Vicki Lansky

Mina Lebovic

Ruth Levine

Larisa Levkovich

Phyllis Lewitzky Matz

Emily Mehlman

Charlotte M. Moskowitz

Estelle Moritz Pasternak

Perla Perlman

Rose Rao

Beth Rosenbaum

Iris Rosenberg

Hannah Rosenblum

Sylvia Salem

Ryer Scheinman

Martha Schneider

Rose Schneiderman

Arondelle Schreiber

Ruth Weinstock Schumack

Enid A. Shapiro

Lilian Shapiro

Sophie Maidman Stevens

Natalia Twersky

Violet Winton

Judith Wolfman

Anne S. Wolinsky

Mildred Zanditon

JWA relies on the generosity of individuals like you to
achieve its mission. We would like to thank you in these
pages next year—so please add your support! Make your

annual gift online at jwa.org/donate, or call the Development
Department at 617.383.6762. Thank youl!

Jewish Women's Archive
Board of Directors, 2016-2017

Rachel Bendit, Co-Chair
Karla Goldman, Co-Chair
Barbara B. Dobkin, Founding Chair
Esther Safran Foer, Clerk
Patty Jacobson, Treasurer
Vanessa Kroll Bennett®
Michelle Kravtin Gary
Cathy Schatz Glaser
Joanna Goodwin
Lynne Himelstein
Rebecca Kobrin
Tamara Kreinin
Molly Levinson
Rabbi Suzanne Offit*
Lisa Mednick Owen
Susan Augenblick Raskin
Leah Rosovsky
Jenny Nathan Simoneaux

*As of July 1, 2017

Produced by Jewish Women’s Archive

Designed by Amy Weiss Design

Unless otherwise noted, all photographs
are from jwa.org or JWA photo collections.
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