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“Stories are all that hold us to the ground.  

They are what we are and have, in the end, and the  

Jewish Women’s Archive collects and curates many 

stories that are dear to my heart––and my teaching.” 

 

—Member of JWA’s Academic Advisory Council, asking friends on 

Facebook to donate to JWA in honor of her birthday

“Be it the mission, the people, or both, JWA is 

extraordinary, and brings to it a sense of purpose and  

love that creates an indescribable atmosphere of  

earning and laughter. This experience has been truly  

life changing ... a ‘shehecheyanu moment’.  

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!” 
 

—2018 JWA Intern

“Having resources such as the Jewish Women’s Archive 

helps shine a light on people and ideas that are  

often marginalized and provides resources and a 

community for educators doing this work.” 

—Jewish educator and Twersky Award winner

“JWA’s podcast makes me feel connected to other  

Jewish women, to my past, to my mom and the rest of  

my family, to my Jewish community, to my womanhood.”

—Podcast subscriber

The mission of the Jewish Women’s Archive is 

to document Jewish women’s stories, elevate 

their voices, and inspire them to be the agents 

of change.



Dear Friends,

We are pleased to share with you the programs, activities, and 

accomplishments of the Jewish Women’s Archive during its 2017-

2018 fiscal year—and to thank you for your vital partnership in helping 

JWA achieve its mission. 

It was a year in which 

truths that are central to 

JWA’s mission and work 

became visible to the wider 

world in new ways. As the 

#MeToo movement ignited 

in Fall 2017, we witnessed 

how women’s stories, 

shared and amplified, can 

change the world. Following 

the tragic school shooting in 

Florida in February 2018, we saw the inspiring power of young people 

to lead social movements. And as our culture became increasingly 

divisive, it was evident how including and elevating diverse voices is 

necessary for productive civic dialogue. Over the course of the year, 

JWA’s central premise proved to be more apt than ever: that the 

echoes of history reverberate in our own time, and that we can draw 

strength, clarity, and empathy from knowing our past and the stories 

of others. 

As these events were 

unfolding, JWA was 

there to capture and 

contextualize them. 

We created a #MeToo 

Archive, inviting Jewish 

women to submit their 

#MeToo stories for 

safekeeping, and to help 

build a larger communal 

narrative. JWA’s Rising 

Voices Fellows showed solidarity with their fellow teen activists 

by using their writing and words to advocate for change in gun 

laws. And we partnered with Jewish social justice organizations to 

spotlight the underrepresented stories of Jewish women of color in 

#ShareHerStory. In these and many other ways, JWA’s unique nexus 

of feminism, Judaism, history, and social justice provided a lens for 

understanding and action in our world today.
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Other highlights of JWA’s work in 2017-2018 include:

•	 Sharing the stories of “ordinary extraordinary” women in two 

new collections: We Celebrate and Boston’s Soviet Jewry 

Movement; 

•	 Cultivating young Jewish leaders in the fifth cohort of the 

Rising Voices Fellowship;

•	 Exploring the diversity of Jewish women’s impact and 

experiences—from peace activists to Hollywood producers—

in seven new episodes of JWA’s podcast, Can We Talk?, and 

hosting our first-ever live podcast event;

•	 Elevating diverse voices on the JWA blog, Jewish Women, 

Amplified, relaunched with a new name and new features;

•	 Initiating an important update and redesign of the Encyclopedia 

of Jewish Women, the most visited resource on jwa.org;

•	 Creating opportunities for connection and rich conversation at 

numerous events in the community; and

•	 Shaping conversations about Jewish feminist leadership in 

national media.

Alongside timely programming, we worked to position the 

organization internally and externally for growth. In FY18, JWA’s 

Board of Directors began a visioning and strategic-planning process, 

the result of which will provide a focused road map for the next 

three years. JWA was also selected for Project Accelerate, a two-year 

fellowship for high-performing Jewish organizations poised to enter 

a new stage. This fellowship provides JWA with capacity-building 

opportunities and matching funds—and is a timely opportunity that 

aligns well with our strategic plans for organizational growth.

In 2017-2018, the work that JWA has always done—amplifying 

women’s stories to help people understand their past, listen and 

connect with others in the present, and make change for the future—

took on new relevance. It is affirming to see JWA’s commitment to a 

more inclusive narrative and discourse taken up by the wider world. 

Thank you for making this possible with your visionary support of the 

Jewish Women’s Archive—over the past year, and into the future.

Rachel Bendit	                 Karla Goldman	        Judith Rosenbaum

Co-Chair,   		     Co-Chair,                            Executive Director

Board of Directors            Board of Directors			          



 

JWA’s 2017–2018 Year at a Glance

1.6 MILLION PEOPLE 

visited jwa.org for  

information, ideas, and inspiration

jwa.org visitors came from 

231
 COUNTRIES

JWA trained  

13  

RISING VOICES  

FELLOWS

 

who joined   

 60 RVF ALUMNAE  

nationwide

More than

35,000  

PEOPLE

read the  

Rising Voices Fellows’ 

ideas and opinions on 

jwa.org



JWA presented at

27 

EVENTS, CONFERENCES, 

AND WORKSHOPS

JWA worked with

42 

PARTNER  

ORGANIZATIONS 

AROUND THE WORLD

In 2017–2018

JWA’s podcast CanWe Talk?  

was downloaded

28,000 times

More than

20,000

PEOPLE 

followed JWA  

on social media

209,000

PEOPLE

read Jewish Women, 

Amplified, the JWA blog



295

PEOPLE

made a gift to JWA  

in someone’s honor

7,435

PEOPLE

engaged with  

Jewish women’s history  

by taking a JWA quiz

 

JWA shared its 

educational resources 

with more than

2,700

EDUCATORS 

 

42

PEOPLE

submitted photos of  

themselves wearing  

a JWA t-shirt to a rally 



The Jewish Women’s Archive thanks the following 

individuals, foundations, and corporations for their 

support during fiscal year 2018. These pages reflect 

gifts made between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018.
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Anonymous (8)

Patti Aaron

Nora Abrahamer and Dan Perlman

Quadril Abron

Ruth Abusch-Magder

Martha Ackelsberg and  

     Judith Plaskow

Dina and Sol Adelsky

Rachel Adler

Andree Aelion Brooks

Diane K. Africk

Rhoda L. Agin

Karen Alexander

Anita Altman

Rachel Amaru

Julie Amberg

Bonnie Anderson

Sharon Cohen Anisfeld and  

     Shimi Anisfeld

Joyce Antler ♦

Roberta Apfel, M.D.

Lauren Applebaum

Susan Aranoff

Donna Aranson

Melanie W. Aron

Geila S. Aronson

Esther-Ann Asch

Dianne Ashton

Kathryn Augenblick-Munk

Janet Axelrod

Toby Axelrod

Marya Axner and Mark Niedergang

Francesca Ayre

Judith Bain

Jill and Marc Baker

Carole B. Balin ★

Nancy Ballard

Cheryl Banks

Lauren T. Baros-Barr

C. H. Barr

Judith R. Baskin

Judy Batalion

Kathy Garon Bauman

Adam and Margo Bayroff

Rachel Bearman

Susan Beckerman

Roselyn Bell

Rachel Bendit★ and Mark Bernstein

Emile A. Bendit

Vanessa Kroll Bennett ★

Sandy Berbeco

Anita Berger

Helene and Ady Berger

Alan Berkenwald

Individual Donors

Panel participants at JWA’s live podcast event on The Red Tent. 

Left to right: Rev. Gloria White-Hammond, Rabbi Liza Stern, 

author Anita Diamant, Judith Rosenbaum, and podcast host–

producer Nahanni Rous



Audrey and Jethro Berkman

Andrew S. Berkman

Toby Berman

Geraldine and Geoffrey Berman

Gita Berman

Nancy M. Berman

Robin Berman

Dawn Berney

Kerri Berney

Aya Betensky and Robert Kraut

Barbara Bibel

Annie Binder and Michael Kubzansky

Honore A. Birkenruth

Amy Bix

Eunice Blecker

Gay Block and Billie Parker
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Judith G. Bloom

Sheldon & Reva Bochner

Alan P. Bohme

Joyce and Michael Bohnen

Sheree Boloker

Bella Book

Connie Book

Susan Boone and 

     Laurence Edwards 

Heather Booth

Marlene Booth and Avi Soifer

Barbara G. Bornstein

Ann Brody

Helaine Braunig

Zachary Brazao

Monique Lee Breindel

Devra M. Breslow
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Joan Brickman

Bobbe and Jon Bridge

Elizabeth Brody

William Brooks
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Alan Brown

Heidi Brown

Sally Brown-Winter

Gilda Bruckman

Rabbi Angela Buchdahl

Ann Bookman

Ann Zinn Buffum

Marcia E. Burick

Adele Lander Burke

Marcia Burnam

Fay Bussgang

Theresa Butkovitz

Dina Cahn

Emily Capurso

Janet Carey

Wendy and Edmund Case

Michelle Cassel and Ben Siegel

Robin Chalecki

Bela Chopp, Ph.D.

Bev Chubat

Sharon Citron

Michele Clark

Penny Coe

Susan Cohen

Alisa Cohen

Ellen Cohen

Julie Cohen

Lyman Cohen

Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen and  

     Rabbi Marc Margolius

Olivia Cohen-Cutler ♦

Kathleen Connolly

Tasha Cooper

Sandra N. Corwin

Susan Cosden

Nancy Cott

Donald Cutler

Marilyn and Andre Danesh

Deborah Dash Moore

JWA staff members Larisa Klebe and 

Mikki Pugh at the Hillel International 

Global Assembly, December 2017



Gayle Daskal

Claudia Davidoff and  

     Joseph Kahan

Ari Davidow and Judith Pinnolis

Beth D. Davidson

Linda Davis

Fredell Davis

Helaine Davis

Sarah Davison

Frances De Lott
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Shelly Devorkin

Emilia Diamant
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Estelle Disch

Barbara★ and Eric Dobkin
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Rachel Eisen

Debra Eisen

Rachel Birtha Eitches

Lauren Elias

Judith Abrams Elkins

Lauren A. Ellberger

Jacqueline Koch Ellenson and 

     David Ellenson

Harron Ellenson and Roger Snow

Roberta Elliott

Pearl Elman

Frances Elovitz

Aimee Ergas and  

     Maya Ergas Shwayder

Rabbi Rachel Esserman

Sherri Ades Falchuk and  

     Kenneth Falchuk

Marcia Falk
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Evelyn S. Farbstein
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Matthew Feinberg
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Erica Fields
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Leora Fishman
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Joan B. Friedberg

Rose Friedland

Dawn Friedman
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Linda Frieze

Sonia Pressman Fuentes

Josh Furman

Elizabeth Gabay

Diane Gabriel

Leslie B. Gaffin

Remigiusz Galach

Susan Galler ♦

Molly Galler

Jennifer Gallop and David Starr

S. Zelda and Elkan Gamzu

Judith Ganz

Roz Garber ♦

Kay Gardiner

Sandra Garfinkel

Rani Garfinkle ♦

Rachelle Garten

Michelle Kravtin Gary ★

Adam Gaynor

Rela Mintz Geffen

Constance H. Gemson



Pablo Geralnik

Deena Gerber

Terri Getzug

Holly Gewandter and Nancy Heller

Brenda and Samuel Gewurz

Dina Gielchinsky

Jennifer Glancy

Cathy Glaser ★

Judith and John Glass

Elyse Vonderosten Glass

Penina♦ and Mickey Glazer

Barbara Glickstein

Barbara Glueck

Fran and John Godine

Phillip Goff

Tamar Gold

Carol Goldbaum

Emily Goldberg

Maggie Goldberg

Gayle Barbara Golden

Ruthe S. Golden

Jill Goldenberg

Diane Goldman

Debbie Goldman
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Karla Goldman ★

Shelley and Sheldon Goldseker
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Rabbi Arthur Green

Hannah Green

Beth Adrienne Greenberg

Blu Greenberg

Jill Moss Greenberg

Judith Greenblatt

Rabbi Lisa S. Greene

Dina Greene

Lilli Greenebaum

Bette Greenspan

Gloria F. Greenspun

Irene Greif and Albert Meyer

D’vorah J. Grenn

Marion Gribetz♦ and Robert V. Rubin

Nancy Grodin

Celeste and Jack Grynberg

Jayne Guberman

Lois and Richard Gunther

Jennifer Guth

Aaron Hahn Tapper

Andrea Hamos

Jonathan Harris

Alice Harron

Laurie Hart

Tali Hasbani Woodbury

Barbara Blank Hauser

Terri Haven

Marilyn Heiss

Audrey B. Heller

Natasha Heller

Marcie B. Hemmelstein

Merrill Hendin
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Eliana Jacobowitz

Lynne Jacobs

Patty Jacobson ★

Ronda Jacobson
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Joanne Jahr
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2017–2018 Rising Voices Fellows  

at their June 2018 graduation



Cheryl Lester and  
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Jill and John Levi

Joy Levien

Ronnie Levin

Kathleen Levin

Susan♦ and Bruce Schlechter

Ellie Levin

Susan Levine

Linda Levinson

Barbara Levitas

Laura Levitt

Karen Secunda Levy ♦
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Judith Rosenbaum with guests at a  

JWA reception, May 2018
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Deborah Waxman

Jonathan Waxman

Susan Weinberg

Cheryl Weiner

David Weinstein

Shira R. Weinstein

Lita and Marshall Weinstein

Phyllis Holman Weisbard

Enid Weisberg-Frank

Judith Weisenfeld

Ron and Idie Weiss

Chava Weissler

Mildred Weissman

Jane Weitzman

Beth S. Wenger

Nanette Wenger

Barrie Wheeler and Amit Segal

Stephen Whitfield

2018 JWA interns at the JWA office. Left to right: Zoe Shannon, 

Rena Lubin, Savoy Curry, Susanna Sigler, Lisa Kahn. 



The Jewish Women’s Archive depends on the 

generosity of donors to achieve its mission. Please 

renew your support of JWA in fiscal-year 2019 so we 

can thank you in these pages next year! 

You can make your tax-deductible annual gift online at 

jwa.org/donate, or call the Development Department 

at 617.232.2258. 

Sue and Howard Wilchins

Beth Wilensky

Matthew Williams

Marie C. Wilson

Terry and Carol Winograd

Arnee R. and Walter A. Winshall

Carol B. Wise ♦

Roslyn Witt

Mara Witzling

Diane Wohl ♦

Ruth F. Wolf

Toni G. Wolfman ♦

Linda and Richard Wolk

Genevieve and Justin Wyner

Frances Yates

Judy Yudof

Ronnie Zandman

Debra Zane

Shoshanah Zaritt

Joel Zaves

Phyllis Zeeman

Froma Zeitlin

Shirley Zimmerman

Linda Logowitz Zindler

Lois Zoller

Rose Zoltek Jick ♦

Jane S. Zones and Stacey I. Zones

★ Current board member

♦  Former board member

We applaud you and thank you for your support!



Jewish Women’s Archive
Board of Directors, 2017–2018

Rachel Bendit, Co-Chair

Karla Goldman, Co-Chair

Barbara B. Dobkin, Founding Chair

Rabbi Carole Balin*

Vanessa Kroll Bennett

Emily Dubinsky*

Esther Safran Foer

Alyson Friedman*

Michelle Kravtin Gary

Rabbi Laura Geller*

Cathy Schatz Glaser

Joanna Goodwin

Lynne Himelstein

Patty Jacobson

Rebecca Kobrin

Tamara Kreinin

Rabbi Suzanne Offit

Amy Oringel*

Lisa Mednick Owen

Susan Augenblick Raskin

Leah Rosovsky

Jenny Nathan Simoneaux

* As of July 1, 2018

Unless otherwise noted, all photos are from jwa.org or JWA collections. 

Cover photos (clockwise): 2017–2018 Rising Voices Fellows at their 

winter retreat; Judith Rosenbaum with 2017 Twersky Educator Award 

winner Tali Putterman; JWA Associate Director of Programs and 

Education Larisa Klebe teaching a seminar; author Anita Diamant,  

Judith Rosenbaum, and Nahanni Rous at JWA’s podcast event, May 2018; 

a JWA fan with her JWA tote bag.
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